Transcription:
E Plainfield March 9th /63
My dear L
About two weeks ago I mailed
a letter to you in answer to one dated Feb 2
but think it about time to write again, You
did’nt express a wish for your mother’s picture
and I have no knowledge of your having it, &
thinking you ^would like to see the shadow of her face
if it is on a small scale I have concluded to
send you one. Last Tues I went to an artist
and had four taken, have sent one to Josy
& Elmer, hope you will like it well enough
to write me a long letter as a recompense
I have rec’d letters from Julia & Margaret
of late with their pictures of the same stamp
They are very convenient for transportation
I think I wrote in my last that we were
having a very mild winter and not but little
snow but March commenced with a snow-storm
and has snowed most every day since. Since
Sat morn I should think that two feet had
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fallen on a level, Our folks have just
returned from breaking out the road,
It will do but little good for the snow is
blowing at a great rate, But tomorrow is
Town-meeting day and the roads must be
passible, I should like to know just how you
are feeling at this present time, I rec’d a
letter from your Emily about one week ago, they
were all well then, but I suppose you hear from
them much oftener than I do, and know all
that’s transpiring in that region, __ In one
of your last letters you mentioned that
you were expecting a new Chaplin I feel anxious
to hear whether he has got there and if you
like him, and the result of his labor &C
It seems quite surprising to me that you cant
find enough to fill one sheet occasionally
Now do’nt think I am finding fault for I
am exeeding glad to get just this_ much that
you are well, yet I cant help feeling desirous to hear more of what is transpiring
about you, Any-thing yes every-thing would
interest us here, I want you to believe it
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I would like to know if you are more
fortunate than most of the soldiers about
getting your pay, and how much you have
rec’d, if you get it home without any trouble
I could ask many more questions, but perhaps
you may think me too inquisitive, It is getting
to be most time for making maple sugar, I
would you could be here this spring to help eat
some, but I will save some against you do
come, hoping it will not be long ere that time
may arrive, O yes if it were not for hope the
heart would break, and I think I am blest
with a pretty good share of that most desirable
gift, Yes I often think how should endure
so much anxiety without it, Not ^only hope that
your lives may be spared, but that you
may all become the children of God Yes
my dear son this is my supreme desire
this is my daily prayer. Now please tell
me when you write again, how often you
have the privilege of attending meeting and
if you feel any interest in the preaching
or any other religious exercises, Yes tell me
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if you think I am too inquisitive and
ask more questions than you feel free to
answer, But you must remember you are my
own child and I cant feel otherwise than very
anxious. But perhaps you will feel, enough of
this for once so I’ll forbear __ I should like to
have Emily & the children come up and make
us a visit and stay as long as she feels
contented in this region, but she thinks she
lacks courage for such an undertaking, but there
would be no difficulty in her getting here safe
if nothing special happened, I do’nt think I
should hesitate to go out where you are alone
if I could leave & had the means, I suppose
you would like to hear all about our stock
but I have’nt time nor room to say much now
but I will just say they are getting along very well
we have lost one sheep, her teeth gave out so she
could’nt eat, and of course she must die, we are
expecting some calves & lambs soon, when I
write again I may be able to tell you how many
It is getting late and I must close hoping
I shall hear from you again soon,
I am as ever
Your Mother

